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WASHINGTON, April 13 (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump's 
administration has fired more immigration judges, including two who 
blocked the federal government's deportation attempts against pro- 
Palestinian students, a union representing immigration judges said.

The National Association of Immigration Judges said on Monday that 
overall, six immigration judges were fired last weekend and three were 
fired on Good Friday.

https://www. reuters.com/legal/government/us-fires-more-immigration-judges-including-two-who-blocked-deporting-pro-2026-04-13/ CTopiHKa 1 i3 3

https://www


US fires more immigration judges, including two who blocked deporting pro-Palestinian students | Reuters 04.05.26, 20:37

Jumpstart your morning with the latest legal news delivered straight to 
your inbox from The Daily Docket newsletter. Sign up here.

"With these most recent terminations, 113 immigration judges have now 
been fired since January of last year without due process, cause or 
explanation," the union said, calling the firings "wrong and unjust." It was 
very rare for immigration judges to be fired before Trump returned to the 
White House, the union said.
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Massachusetts judges Roopal Patel and Nina Froes had blocked the 
Trump administration's attempts to deport Tufts University PhD student 
Rumevsa Ozturk and Columbia University student Mohsen Mahdawi. 
respectively.
The judges could not immediately be reached for comment. Patel, a 
Boston immigration court judge, and Froes, a Chelmsford immigration 
court judge, both received notice near the end of their standard-two year 
probationary periods when they were fired on Friday, they both told GBH 
News. Both were appointed during former President Joe Biden's 
administration.
The Trump administration has pursued an immigration crackdown 
condemned by rights groups as being in violation of due process and free 
speech. Advocacy groups say it has created an unsafe environment for 
minorities.
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Trump has particularly cracked down on pro-Palestinian voices by 
attempting to deport foreign students, threatening funding freeze for 
universities where protests were held and ordering screening of 
immigrants' online comments. The crackdown has faced judicial 
obstacles.

The Trump administration has openly criticized judges when they have 
ruled against the government.
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"All judges have a legal, ethical, and professional obligation to be impartial 
and neutral in adjudicating cases," a Justice Department official said in a 
statement on Monday when asked about the latest firings.

"If a judge violates that obligation by demonstrating a systematic bias in 
favor of or against either party, EOIR (the Justice Department's Executive 
Office for Immigration Review) is obligated to take action to preserve the 
integrity of its system," the statement added, without providing evidence 
this occurred.

Trump alleges pro-Palestinian students are antisemitic and support 
extremists. Demonstrators, including some Jewish groups, say he wrongly 
conflates criticism of Israel's assault on Gaza and its occupation of 
Palestinian territories with antisemitism, and advocacy for Palestinian 
rights with support for extremism.
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Kanishka Singh is a breaking news reporter for Reuters in Washington DC, 
who primarily covers US politics and national affairs in his current role. His 
past breaking news coverage has spanned across a range of topics like 
the Black Lives Matter movement; the US elections; the 2021 Capitol riots 
and their follow up probes; the Brexit deal; US-China trade tensions; the 
NATO withdrawal from Afghanistan; the COVID-19 pandemic; and a 2019 
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