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LOS ANGELES-A San Bernardino County man was sentenced today to 41 months in federal 
prison for operating a “birth tourism” scheme that charged Chinese clients tens of thousands 
of dollars to help them give birth in the United States to obtain birthright U.S. citizenship for 
their children.

Michael Wei Yueh Liu 59, of Rancho Cucamonga, was sentenced by United States
District Judge R. Gary Klausner.

At the conclusion of a four-day trial, a jury on September 13 found Liu and Jing Dong, (1111), 
47, of Rancho Cucamonga, guilty of one count of conspiracy and 10 counts of international 
money laundering. Dong is expected to be sentenced in the coming weeks.

From at least January 2012 to March 2015, Liu and Dong ran a maternity house in Rancho 
Cucamonga. Liu and Dong rented apartments in Southern California to provide short-term 
housing and provided other services to pregnant women from China who traveled to the 
United States to give birth so their children would acquire U.S. citizenship. Typically, within 
one or two months after giving birth, the women returned to China.



Among the services Liu and Dong provided were assistance on how to obtain visas to enter 
the United States, customs entry guidance, housing, and transportation in the United States, 
as well as assistance applying for U.S. legal documents for the children of their customers.

Liu and Dong advised their customers on how to hide their pregnancies from the immigration 
authorities. Liu and Dong also knew-or deliberately avoided learning-that their customers 
lied on their visa applications submitted to immigration authorities to enter the U.S.

Generally, their customers’ visa applications falsely stated that the purpose of the trip to the 
United States was for tourism, when it was to give birth, and the length of the stay was days 
or weeks, when it was in fact months. The visas also misstated the location where the 
customers intended to stay, which was defendants' maternity hotel.

Liu and Dong or their agents also advised their customers to fly to ports of entry with 
perceived less customs scrutiny, such as Hawaii, before flying to Los Angeles, to wear loose 
fitting clothing, to favor certain lines at customs that they perceived to be less strict, and on 
how to answer the customs officials’ questions.

Liu and Dong received money from overseas and used that money to promote their scheme.

Homeland Security Investigations, IRS Criminal Investigation, and the FBI investigated this 
matter. The Irvine Police Department and the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department 
provided substantial assistance.

Assistant United States Attorneys Gregory W. Staples and Kevin Y. Fu of the Orange County 
Office prosecuted this case.
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8 Arrested in Health Care Fraud Takedown, Including Owners of 
Hospices that Billed Taxpayers Millions of Dollars to Serve the ‘Dying’

In coordination with the Vice President’s Task Force to Eliminate Fraud, seven defendants, 
including three nurses, a chiropractor, and a purported psychologist, have been arrested on 
federal charges that they...
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Former Assad-Era Syrian Prison Chief and Governor Found Guilty of 
Torturing Inmates then Lying About It to U.S. Immigration Officials

A former Syrian government official who was the head of one of that nation's major prisons 
was found guilty by a jury today of torturing Syrian inmates at Adra Prison...
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U.S. Arrests Alleged Tren de Aragua Leader Charged in Chile with 
Criminal Association, Extortion, and Kidnapping Resulting in Death

A Venezuelan national and illegal alien has been arrested at the request of the Government 
of Chile so that he may be prosecuted on seven charges stemming from his alleged...
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