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§1003.10 Immigrationjudges.

(a) Appointment. The immigration judges are attorneys whom the Attorney General appoints as
administrative judges within the Office of the Chief Immigration Judge to conduct specified classes of
proceedings, including hearings under section 240 of the Act. Immigration judges shall act as the
Attorney General's delegates in the cases that come before them.

(b) Powers and duties. In conducting hearings under section 240 of the Act and such other proceedings the
Attorney General may assign to them, immigration judges shall exercise the powers and duties delegated
to them by the Act and by the Attorney General through regulation. In deciding the individual cases before
them, and subject to the applicable governing standards set forth in paragraph (d) of this section,
immigration judges shall exercise their independent judgment and discretion and may take any action
consistent with their authorities under the Act and regulations that is necessary or appropriate for the
disposition or alternative resolution of such cases. Such actions include administrative closure,
termination of proceedings, and dismissal of proceedings. The standards for the administrative closure,
dismissal, and termination of cases are set forth in § 1003.18(c), 8 CFR 1239.2(c), and § 1003.18(d),
respectively. Immigration judges shall administer oaths, receive evidence, and interrogate, examine, and
cross-examine aliens and any witnesses. Subject to 88 1003.35 and 1287.4 of this chapter, they may
issue administrative subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses and the presentation of evidence. In all
cases, immigration judges shall seek to resolve the questions before them in a timely and impartial
manner consistent with the Act and regulations. In the absence of exceptional circumstances, an
immigration judge shall complete administrative adjudication of an asylum application within 180 days
after the date an application is filed. For purposes of this paragraph (b) and of §81003.29 and 1240.6 of
this chapter, the term exceptional circumstances refers to exceptional circumstances (such as battery or
extreme cruelty to the alien or any child or parent of the alien, serious illness of the party or immigration
judge, or serious illness or death of the spouse, child, or parent of the alien, but not including less
compelling circumstances) beyond the control of the parties or the immigration court. A finding of good
cause does not necessarily mean that an exceptional circumstance has also been established.

(c) Review. Decisions of immigration judges are subject to review by the Board of Immigration Appeals in any
case in which the Board has jurisdiction as provided in 8 CFR 1003.1.
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(d) Governing standards. Immigration judges shall be governed by the provisions and limitations prescribed
by the Act and this chapter, by the decisions of the Board, and by the Attorney General (through review of

a decision of the Board, by written order, or by determination and ruling pursuant to section 103 of the
Act).

(e) Temporary immigrationjudges —

(1) Designation. The Director, subject to the approval of the Attorney General, is authorized to designate
or select temporary immigration judges as provided in this paragraph (e). The Director may
designate or select, with the approval of the Attorney General, any attorney to serve as a temporary

immigration judge for renewable terms not to exceed six months, subject to all applicable statutory
and regulatory limitations on the temporary service.

(2) Authority. Atemporary immigration judge shall have the authority of an immigration judge to
adjudicate assigned cases and administer immigration court matters, as provided in the immigration
laws and regulations, subject to paragraph (e)(3) of this section.

(3) Assignment of temporary immigrationjudges. The Chief Immigration Judge is responsible for the
overall oversight and management of the utilization of temporary immigration judges and for
evaluating the results of the process. The Chief Immigration Judge shall ensure that each temporary

immigration judge has received a suitable level of training to enable the temporary immigration judge
to carry out the duties assigned.

[72 FR 53677, Sept 20, 2007, as amended at 79 FR 39956, July 77, 2074; 85 FR 81655, 81750, Dec. 16,2020; 89 FR 46792, May 29,
2024; 90 FR 41888, Aug. 28,2025]
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