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Putin Signs Law Moving Russia to Year-Round Military Draft
Nov. 4,2025

O

A military enlistment office in Moscow. Vasily Kuzmichenok / Moskva News Agency

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday signed a law moving the military toward a year-round conscription model starting next year, amid the Kremlin’s efforts to expand manpower for its war in 
Ukraine.

The new law, which does not change the biannual nature of the draft, allows draft boards to conduct medical exams, psychological screening and other enlistment steps at any time.

Conscripts will still be sent off to service between April 1-July 15 and Oct. 1-Dec. 31.

The law sets a 30-day expiration date for electronic draft notices, replacing the previous unlimited time span. Military authorities explained that this would prevent draft boards from holding men in limbo by 
keeping them on notice for months without deployment.

Supporters of the reform say it is designed to ease the administrative burden on military recruitment offices and better distribute workload across the year.



The new system will supposedly improve the quality of conscription and reduce bottlenecks during the bi-annual surge. 
Read more about: Draft, Russian military
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A Message from The Moscow Times:

Dear readers,

We are facing unprecedented challenges. Russia's Prosecutor General's Office has designated The Moscow Times as an "undesirable" organization, criminalizing our work and putting our staff at risk of 
prosecution. This follows our earlier unjust labeling as a "foreign agent."

These actions are direct attempts to silence independent journalism in Russia. The authorities claim our work "discredits the decisions of the Russian leadership." We see things differently: we strive to 
provide accurate, unbiased reporting on Russia.

We, the journalists of The Moscow Times, refuse to be silenced. But to continue our work, we need your help.

Your support, no matter how small, makes a world of difference. If you can, please support us monthly starting from just €2. It's quick to set up, and every contribution makes a significant impact.

By supporting The Moscow Times, you're defending open, independent journalism in the face of repression. Thank you for standing with us.
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Russian Courts Processed Record 20K Cases of Missing or Dead Persons in 2024 - Mediazona

Mediazona linked the surge to the Russian military’s apparent efforts to replenish its ranks while avoiding compensation payments to families of missing ... 
1 Min read
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“Of course, they’re going to send us to get slaughtered. Nobody in our country just throws money around.” a soldier told Vyorstka. 
2 Min read

Crimean Court Jails 2 f

The men were each sentenced to 13 and 15 years in maximum-security prison. 
1 Min read
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