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S.F. immigration main court to close following judges’ firings, 
retirements
By David Hernandez, Staff Writer 

Jan 6, 2026 (D ® ® ®

San Francisco’s main immigration court building is set to close at 100 Montgomery St. 
Lea Suzuki/S.F. Chronicle

n Listen Now: 

0:00

5.F. immigration main court to close following judges’ firings, retirements S.F. immigration main court to close following ji
1:31

lx

1II1.I Everlit

San Francisco’s main immigration court building is set to close next January, with plans for staff to transfer to the federal court in Concord as 

early as this summer, according to a source with knowledge of the matter.



The San Francisco court plans to not renew its lease at the 100 Montgomery St. building when it ends next year, though the second location at 

630 Sansome St. — which the federal government owns — is expected to remain open, said the source, who was not authorized to discuss the 

matter publicly and was granted anonymity based on Chronicle policies.

The source said staff were informed of the plans on Tuesday.
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It was unclear why the court will close the Montgomery Street location. The Executive Office for Immigration Review within the U.S. 

Department of Justice, which oversees immigration courts, did not respond to requests for comment. Mission Local first reported on the 

planned closure.

The news follows a staffing crisis set off after the Trump administration fired 12 judges in San Francisco last year. Three other judges retired last 

month and another is set to retire at the end of the month, leaving behind only four judges to handle cases amid a backlog in one of the nation’s 

busiest immigration courts at a time when the current administration is working to fast-track deportations.
Jan 6,2026

David Hernandez
BREAKING NEWS REPORTER

David Hernandez covers public safety for the San Francisco Chronicle. Before joining the Chronicle in December 2023, he reported on crime, law enforcement and criminal justice for the San 
Diego Union-Tribune. A graduate of San Diego State University, he is a member of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists. He was born and raised in Santa Cruz.
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RESTAURANTS

This acclaimed S.F. restaurant is offering an 
unusual employee benefit: Housing

SAN FRANCISCO

A big S.F. tax fight is headed to the ballot. 
Daniel Lurie wants to stop it

What’s the best frozen pizza? We blind- 
tasted pies from S.F.’s iconic spots to find 
out
Three of San Francisco’s pizza heavyweights have brought frozen pies 
to grocery aisles. So we conducted a blind taste-test to find the best 
one.
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