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Immigration court proceedings are set to take a lot longer in San Francisco, after the 
Trump administration fired over half of the judges at the courthouse.

Immigration judges fall under the Department of Justice, so the executive branch has the 
authority over the positions. The administration fired 12 judges this year, leaving only nine 
to process the thousands of cases going through the system.
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One of the recently fired judges, Jeremiah Johnson, says he was consoling another 
coworker who had just been fired when he learned he was also terminated.

"Gave hugs and support for those judges before going to my chambers and finding out I 
myself had received the termination letter as well," Johnson said. "I had no time to print the 
notice out before it locked me out of my computer and my face was deleted from the 
website."

According to Syracuse University's immigration system, TRAC, there are over 3.4 million 
cases backlogged throughout the country. With fewer judges, Johnson says the number 
will go up.

"If you came to me for the first time and I am ready to hear your case, I'll find the next 
available date, which was June 29, 2029, at 1 p.m.," he said. "Each one of those had similar 
dockets and similar backlogs. Those cases are reassigned to remaining nine immigration 
judges in court."

O Related video: San Francisco immigration court building to close (KTVU FOX 2 San 
Francisco)
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It puts stress not only on the judges, but also on immigrants needing assistance and the 
lawyers helping them. Julie Wiltshire was in the middle of an asylum hearing for her client 
until the whole thing stopped when the judge in that case learned she had been fired.

"DHS was doing cross-examination," Wiltshire said. "Then she got the email, stopped the 
hearing, and we had to leave."

According to TRAC, most of the terminated judges had one thing in common: they all had 
higher-than-average approval ratings for asylum seekers. Lawyers believe the 
administration fired them to help push their anti-immigration agenda.

"It's targeted at judges who have higher than average asylum approval rates, or judges

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H CfopiHKa 4 i3 17

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H


With most judges now terminated, SF immigration court experiences more delays 21.01.26, 19:30

who have a history of providing legal services to immigrants," said Isaac Flegel-Mishlove, 
an attorney with the nonprofit group Centro Legal de la Raza. "While they're leaving alone 
judges who have complete abysmal grant rates."

The Department of Justice did not respond to our questions about the firings, but they 
told our media partners at the San Francisco Chronicle earlier this year that the Biden 
administration had been "forcing immigration courts to implement a de facto amnesty for 
hundreds of thousands of aliens."

Johnson questions whether what the administration is doing is fair for a normal court 
proceeding.

"The judge is then fired by the executive or political party, that puts a question mark on the 
rule of law in people's minds," he said. "That undermines the rule of law both here in the 
United States and abroad."

See more coverage of top California stories here / Download our app / Subscribe to 
our morning newsletter / Find us on YouTube here and subscribe to our channel

TOP STORIES FROM KCRA:

How will the Supreme Court's decision on Texas congressional maps impact case against 
California?

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H CfopiHKa 5 i3 17

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H


With most judges now terminated, SF immigration court experiences more delays 21.01.26, 19:30

California law limits use of rap lyrics in criminal cases

Full interview: Hear from Sacramento State President Dr. Luke Wood on athletics, housing, 
and more

Man shot by Dixon police officer dies, police say

Arrest made in K Street shooting that injured 2, Sacramento police say

READ THE FULL STORY:With most judges now terminated, SF immigration court 
experiences more delays

CHECK OUT KCRA:Stay informed. Get the latest Modesto, Stockton and Sacramento 
news and weather from the KCRA news team.

Sponsored Content

SmartAsset FinanceBuzz

6 Strategies to Potentially Seniors Born Between 1941-
LendingTree

Tnn D T+nr 11 Off -» C" 11 ff +r\ r

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H CfopiHKa 6 i3 17

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H


With most judges now terminated, SF immigration court experiences more delays 21.01.26, 19:30

Reduce RMD Taxes After Age 
73

1979 Can Receive These 10 
Benefits This Month

ivivsi uyv. i\uicj i mi v/i i a

Finally Time to Refi?
Sponsored D> Sponsored [S> Sponsored

iu c

More for You

Q CNN

Judge expands criminal contempt probe over 
deportation flights, saying Kristi Noem failed to

2k 588

Mk

y7
0 Talking Points Memo • 20h

DOGE worker at SSA signed 
agreement with group 
seeking to 'overturn electio...

184 73

FOX IS

Univei 
admit: 
years;

566

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H CfopiHKa 7 i3 17

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H


With most judges now terminated, SF immigration court experiences more delays 21.01.26, 19:30

□ New York Post • 1h

Prince Harry tears up as he 
whines the media made 
Meghan Markle's life an...

2 2

REVENUE
r r TM I T 1-1

AP The Associated Press • 16h SmartAsset FinanceBu;

IRS head announces a shake- 6 Strategies to Potentially Senior
up on the eve of the 2026 tax Reduce RMD Taxes After Age 1979 C
season 73 Benefi

331 92 Sponsored [i> Sponsored

ED Business Insider • 23h

Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent says defense giants 
are ‘failing the American...

499 225

Q Daily Caller • 1 h

Ingersoll: We know why 
Democrats and the media 
hate ICE, and it has zilch to...

91 77 Opinion

.^P ABC News • 4d

Deaths soar as flu spreads in 
US while pediatric deaths this 
season nearly double

556 78

Q CNN •

Lindsc 
Justice 
after 1

Ik

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H CtopiHKa 8 i3 17

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H


With most judges now terminated, SF immigration court experiences more delays 21.01.26, 19:30

£ The Telegraph Follow 1.1M Followers Qj

Jurors who find activists not guilty for moral 
reasons could face jail

Story by Charles Hymas • 1h • 4 min read

% Visit The Telegraph

Non-crime hate incidents 
waste of time, says judg<

The five-minute exercise 
will boost your heart and

A guide to ski holidays ir 
d’Huez, the snow-sure Fi

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H CtopiHKa 9 i3 17

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/with-most-judges-now-terminated-sf-immigration-court-experiences-more-delays/ar-AA1RYB3H


With most judges now terminated, SF immigration court experiences more delays 21.01.26, 19:30

I— (From left) Pamela Bellinger, Stephanie Aylett, Rosemary Webster, Adelheid Russenberger and Amy Pritchard tried to 
appeal their case after a judge told jurors to stick to the facts, not their conscience

Jurors could be jailed for finding Extinction Rebellion protesters not guilty because they 
believe their actions were justified, the Court of Appeal has ruled.

Five female Extinction Rebellion (XR) activists had claimed a judge was wrong to warn a 
jury against basing their verdict on their conscience instead of the facts. The women 
claimed the jurors might have felt pressured into convicting them.
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However, the Court of Appeal ruled on Tuesday that the judge was correct to issue the 
warning.

The judge's admonition came despite the fact that jurors who made their decision based 
on conscience could only really be caught if boasting about it publicly, posting on the 
internet, or by one of them complaining to the court.

In a previous case, a juror was convicted after he posted on Facebook that he would find a 
man accused of sexual activity with a 14-year-old child guilty, regardless of the evidence.

Giving judgment, the Court of Appeal dismissed all the campaigners' appeals and ruled the 
judge was correct to warn juries that they must make any decision based on the evidence 
in the case as required by the Juries Act of 1974.
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A drive to impeach Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem has reached 100 co-sponsors.

Democratic Representative Robin Kelly of Illinois formally introduced three articles of 
impeachment against Noem on January 14.

On Wednesday, Kelly announced in a news release that 100 co-sponsors had signed her 
resolution.

Newsweek contacted the Department of Homeland Security for comment by email outside 
normal business hours.
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L Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem speaks with reporters at the White House on January 15 in Washington, D.C.

Why It Matters
Efforts to remove Noem from office might damage her reputation and standing with her 
Republican colleagues in a year when voters are heading to the polls for midterm elections. 
However, given that the GOP has majorities in both the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, it is unlikely the measure will pass.
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What To Know
The articles of impeachment against Noem accuse her of obstruction of Congress, violation 
of public trust and self-dealing. They said she tried to enter a DHS facility used to detain 
undocumented immigrants unlawfully and directed ICE to make "widespread warrantless 
arrests, forgo due process, and use violence against United States citizens, lawful residents, 
and other individuals."
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