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IMMIGRATION & BORDER SECURITY

Trump Admin Confirms New H-1B
Process

Priority will be placed on higher-skilled, higher-paid foreign workers.
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The U.S. flag and a U.S. H-1B visa application form are seen in this illustration taken Sept. 26, 2025.
Dado Ruvic/illustration/Reuters
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The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced changes to the H-1B
visa process on Dec. 23, marking the latest action in the Trump
Administration’s immigration reforms.

Going into effect on Feb. 27,2026, and set to be in place for the 2027 fiscal
year H-1B cap registration season, the DHS will be implementing a “weighted
selection process” intended to rein in the current random lottery system and
prioritize higher-skilled and higher-paid foreign nationals.

Officials said this move is intended to further protect opportunities for
American workers. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services stated in its
press release that the current random selection process allowed U.S. employers
to exploit the system by “flooding the selection pool with lower-skilled foreign
workers paid at low wages, to the detriment ofthe American workforce.”

“The existing random selection process of H-1B registrations was exploited and
abused by U.S. employers who were primarily seeking to import foreign
workers at lower wages than they would pay American workers,” said U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services spokesman Matthew Tragesser.

“The new weighted selection will better serve Congress’ intent for the H-1B
program and strengthen America’s competitiveness by incentivizing American
employers to petition for higher-paid, higher-skilled foreign workers. With
these regulatory changes and others in the future, we will continue to update
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the H-1B program to help American businesses without allowing the abuse
that was harming American workers.”

While the new system prioritizes higher-skilled, higher-paid foreign workers,
the system will still allow employers the opportunity to secure H-1B workers of
all wage levels.

This move follows President Donald Trump’s proclamation requiring
employers to pay an extra $100,000 per visa as an eligibility condition, and
DHS Secretary Kristi Noem’s pausing ofthe Diversity Visa lottery program at
the direction of Trump.

“The Diversity Visa lottery program has been letting people into our country
based on woke criteria that ignores merit,” DHS said in a statement on X. “It
represents everything that is wrong with our immigration system.”

‘At President Trump’s direction, [Noem] is pausing this DEI lottery to Make
America Safe Again and restore integrity to our immigration system,” the post
continued, referring to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion objectives.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services limited the issuance of H-1B visas to
65,000 per year, with 20,000 more for those who hold U.S. advanced degrees.

“As part ofthe Trump Administration’s commitment to H-1B reform, we wiill
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continue to demand more from both employers and aliens so as not to
undercut American workers and to put America first,” said Tragesser.
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