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Court of the United States
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Today, President Donald J. Trump announced his intent to nominate Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh of 

the U.S. Court of Appeals forthe District of Columbia Circuit to fill the Supreme Court vacancy 

created by Justice Anthony Kennedy’s assumption of senior status.

The nomination of Judge Kavanaugh comes after a selection process marked by an historic degree 

of transparency, includingthe President’s public disclosure of a list of 25 highly qualified potential 

nominees to the Supreme Court.

Judge Kavanaugh has served as a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals forthe District of Columbia 

Circuit since 2006, authoring more than 300 opinions, including 11 that have been affirmed by the 

Supreme Court. Before becoming a judge, he served in the George W. Bush administration, first as 

an Associate Counsel and then Senior Associate Counsel, and subsequently as Assistant to the 

President and Staff Secretary. A graduate of Yale College and Yale Law School, Judge Kavanaugh 

clerked on the Supreme Court for Justice Kennedy, and forjudges on the Third and Ninth Circuit 

Courts of Appeals. Judge Kavanaugh also served as a Counsel forthe Office of Independent 

Counsel under Ken Starr and as a Partner at Kirkland & Ellis, LLP.

Judge Kavanaugh has earned a reputation as a brilliant jurist with impeccable legal credentials, 

and he is universally respected for his intellect, as well as his ability to persuade and build
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consensus. Judge Kavanaugh lives in Maryland with his wife Ashley and theirtwo daughters.
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