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The Criminal Alien Program (CAP) provides ICE-wide direction and support in the biometric and
biographic identification, arrest, and removal of priority aliens who are incarcerated within federal, state,
and local prisons and jails, as well as at-large criminal aliens that have circumvented identification. It is
incumbent upon ICE to ensure that all efforts are made to investigate, arrest, and remove individuals from
the United States that ICE deems priorities by processing the alien expeditiously and securing a final
order of removal for an incarcerated alien before the alien is released to ICE custody. The identification
and processing of incarcerated criminal aliens, before release from jails and prisons, decreases or
eliminates the time spent in ICE custody and reduces the overall cost to the Federal Government.

Additionally, integral to the effective execution of this program is the aggressive prosecution of criminal
offenders identified by ERO officers during the course of their duties. ERO, in conjunction with the Offices
of the United States Attorneys, actively pursues criminal prosecutions upon the discovery of offenses of
the nation's criminal code and immigration laws. This further enhances public safety and provides a
significant deterrent to recidivism.

https://lwww.ice.gov/criminal-alien-program

17



