12/28/2017

Lawful Permanent Resident from Uzbekistan Charged with Immigration Offenses | OPA | Department of Justice

JUSTICE NEWS
Department of Justice
Office of Public Affairs
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Friday, December 22, 2017

Lawful Permanent Resident from Uzbekistan Charged with Immigration Offenses
John H. Durham, United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut, and Patricia M. Ferrick, Special Agent in Charge
of the New Haven Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Michael Shea, Acting Special Agent in Charge of
Homeland Security Investigations in Boston, announced that SIDIKJON MAMADJONOV, 31, a citizen of Uzbekistan
residing in New Britain, was arrested today on a criminal complaint charging him with immigration offenses.
MAMADJONOV appeared before U.S. Magistrate Judge Sarah A. L. Merriam in New Haven and was ordered detained.
As alleged in court documents, MAMADJONOV was admitted to the U.S. in February 2009 and became a lawful
permanent resident in September 2010. On September 8, 2014, MAMADJONOV submitted to U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services an Application for Naturalization, Form N-400.
The complaint alleged that, on November 20, 2017, in an interview with the FBI, MAMADJONOV stated that on a trip to
Turkey in May 2013, he was informed that his brother Saidjon had died in May or June 2013 while fighting in Syria with
the “Nusra” group, which was affiliated with ISIS. When MAMADJONOV returned from Turkey, he received a FedEx
package that contained what he believed to be Saidjon’s iPhone. The iPhone contained several videos and
photographs depicting Saidjon in Syria. MAMADJONOV recalled a video in which Saidjon stated, “Join us brother, we
are here.” Also contained on the phone were photographs of Saidjon cleaning weapons in military dress while armed
with a weapon, as well as a photograph of Saidjon’s dead body and his bloodied face.
The complaint alleges that in FBI interviews on May H a n d May 29, 2014, and on November 28, 2014, MAMADJONOV
responded to questions about the trip he took to Turkey in May 2013, and questions about his brother, Saidjon
Mamadjonov. During all three interviews, MAMADJONOV stated that Saidjon Mamadjonov was still alive when he
knew he was dead.
The complaint further alleged that in an FBI interview on August 17, 2016, MAMADJONOV stated that he did not know
the whereabouts of Saidjon, had not overheard any discussions of Uzbeks in the U.S. going over to Syria to fight, and
was not aware of any Uzbeks travelling to Syria.
The complaint alleged that in response to Part 11, Question 10 of the Form N-400 MAMADJONOV submitted in
September 2014, “Have you ever been a member of, or in any way associated (either directly or indirectly) with: C. A
terrorist organization?” MAMADJONOV responded “No.” Also, in response to Part 11, Question 31 of Form N-400,
“Have you ever given any Government official information that was materially false, fraudulent or misleading?”
MAMADJONOV responded “No.” MAMADJONOV signed the form below the statement “I certify, under penalty of
perjury under the laws of the United States of America, that this application, and the evidence submitted with it, are all
true and correct.”
The complaint further alleged that, on October 27, 2016, in an interview with a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services officer regarding his Form N-400, MAMADJONOV again provided false statements and concealed information
about his association with a member of a known terrorist organization. At the conclusion of the interview, he swore an
oath under penalty of perjury that his responses were true.
The complaint charges MAMADJONOV with the unlawful procurement of naturalization, and making a false oath or
declaration under penalty of perjury, offenses that carry a maximum term of imprisonment of 10 years. The complaint
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also charges MAMADJONOV with making false statements on a naturalization application, an offense that carries a
maximum term of imprisonment of five years.
U.S. Attorney Durham stressed that a complaint is only a charge and is not evidence of guilt. Charges are only
allegations, and a defendant is presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.
This matter is being investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Joint Terrorism Task Force, Homeland
Security Investigations, Internal Revenue Service - Criminal Investigation Division, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services, New Britain Police Department and Hartford Police Department. The case is being prosecuted by Assistant
U.S. Attorney Douglas P. Morabito, with the assistance of the National Security Division’s Counterterrorism Section.
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