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NOTE:

The USCIS Policy Manual is our centralized online repository for immigration policies. We are 
working quickly to update and move material from the Adjudicator’s Field Manual to the Policy 
Manual. Please check that resource, along with our Policy Memoranda page, to verify 
information you find in the Adjudicator’s Field Manual. If you have questions or concerns about 
any discrepancies among these resources, please contact USCISPolicyManual@uscis.dhs.gov.
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33.5 Internationally Recognized Athletes and Entertainers (P-1).

(a) Process

A P-1 alien is an internationally recognized athlete or member of an internationally recognized athletic 
team or a member of an internationally recognized entertainment group. The P-1 athlete may be an 
individual athlete or a member of an athletic team, however, the P-1 classification is applicable only to 
members of foreign-based entertainment groups, not individual entertainers. The P-1 alien must be 
coming to perform; P-1 classification is not appropriate for entertainers coming primarily to take part in 
other activities such as promotions and non-performing guest appearances. P-ls can do promotional 
work, however, it must be related to an actual event in which they are going to perform in the United 
States.

The petition used to apply for the P-1 classification is Form 1-129 . Form 1-129 will also
accommodate a request for change of status if an alien is presently in the U. S. in another nonimmigrant 
classification. If the alien is already in the U. S. in a P-1 status, and a new employer wishes to petition for 
him/her, the 1-129 will be used to request this and also to request an extension of stay for the alien. New 
employment, in fact, requires the new employer to file a petition on behalf of the alien. P-1 petitions may 
be filed by either U. S. or foreign employers or by agen ts. If any conditions of the P-Ts employment 
change, an amended petition must be filed.

The 1-129 petition will be filed with the service center having jurisdiction in the area where the alien 
will work. If services will be performed in more than one location, it will be filed with the service center
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which has jurisdiction in the area where the petitioner is located, or the address which is specified as the 
petitioner's address on the petition. If the beneficiary will work for more than one employer within the 
same time period, each employer must file a separate petition with the service center that ha s jurisdiction 
over the area where the employment will begin, unless the petitioner is an established agent.

33.5 Internationally Recognized Athletes and Entertainers (P-1). I USCIS

Note: [Added 03-06-2009, AD09-51; 5/9/2019]

USCIS has issued field guidance establishing procedures for applying the period of authorized stay 
for P-1 nonimmigrant individual athletes. See Appendix 33-2 .

In addition, USCIS has issued field guidance establishing procedures for applying the period of 
authorized stay of P-1S nonimmigrant individual athletes' essential support personnel. See Appendix 
33-3.

Current DHS regulations provide that an approved P-1 petition for an individual athlete (also known as 
a P-1A) “shall be valid for a period of up to 5 years.” See 8 CFR 214.2(p)(8)(iii)(A). The general rule for 
the approval period of a P-1 petition for essential support personnel (also known as P-1S) states that 
the approved petition “shall only be valid for a period of time determined by the Director to be 
necessary to complete the event...for which the [P-1] is admitted, not to exceed 1 year.” See 8 CFR 
214.2(p)(8)(iii)(E). See also Donald Neufeld, “Procedures for Applying the Period of Authorized Stay for 
P-1S Nonimmigrant Individual Athletes Essential Support Personnel.” PM HQ 70/6.2.19 p. 2, n.1, July 
14, 2009 (July 2009 Neufeld Memo). The exception to that general rule is the period for an extension 
of stay to continue or complete the same event or activity for essential support personnel of a P-1 A 
individual athlete, which may be approved for a period of up to 5 years, for a total period of stay not to 
exceed 10 years. See 8 CFR 214.2(p)(14)(ii)(A); 59 Fed. Reg. 41,818 (Aug 15, 1994). USCIS 
interprets 8 CFR 214.2(p)(14) consistent with its plain language, such that the 5-year extension of stay 
for a P-1 S for an individual athlete is only available when the petition extension requests an extension 
of stay to continue or complete the same event or activity (and not consulate notification) for a 
beneficiary who is in the United States in P-1S status at the time the petition extension is properly filed, 
and the extension of stay request is approved. See 8 CFR 214.2(p)(14)(i), which requires a petitioner 
seeking an extension to file both an extension of the petition and an extension of stay, and also states 
that the nonimmigrant applies for a visa at a consular office abroad if the nonimmigrant leaves the 
United States while the extension requests are pending. Therefore, while the initial validity period of a 
P-1 petition for essential support personnel is limited to 1 year or less, the validity period of an 
extension of stay of essential support personnel of a P-1 A individual athlete may thereafter exceed one 
year, provided (1) the purpose is to continue or complete the same event or activity for which they were 
admitted and (2) it does not exceed the period of time necessary to complete the event, not to exceed 
5 years, or a total period of stay of 10 years.

Note:
Petitions filed for hockey players or baseball players as P-1 nonimmigrants must be filed and 

adjudicated at the Nebraska Service Center.

Note:
An individual entertainer may be a member of a foreign-based "group" which is recognized 

internationally even if the rest of the group is from (but not based in) the United States and not filing.

For example, if the group is based in London, England and consists of three American expatriates 
and one British subject, the British subject can be petitioned for as a P-1. Likewise, if an individual
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entertainer is to join or rejoin his or her foreign-based group which is already touring in the United 
States as P-1 nonimmigrants, he or she can be petitioned for as an individual P-1.
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(b) Multiple Beneficiaries

A petitioner may file for multiple P-1 beneficiaries that are members of a group seeking classification 
based on the reputation of the group. However a separate petition must be submitted for the essential 
support (non-performing) P-ls. More than one P-1 supporting alien may be included on a petition.

(c) Agents as Petitioners

A U.S. agent may file a P-1 petition in the case where the beneficiary is in an occupation where 
workers are generally self-employed, where workers use agents to arrange short-term employment with 
multiple employers, or where a foreign employer engages a U.S. agent to act in its behalf. See discussion 
in 8 CFR 214.2(p)(2)(iv)(E) .

(d) Documentary Requirements

A P-1 petition must be supported by evidence that the individual, group or team is internationally 
recognized as outstanding in the discipline and that it is entering to perform services which require such a 
level of performance. If the petition is for a group of entertainers, the petition must contain evidence that 
at least 75% of the group have been performing with the group for more than one year. See 8 CFR 
214;2(p)(4). . The petitioner must submit a consultation as discussed in Chapter 33.3 . The
following types of documents are required to establish the level of skill and talent possessed by the P-1 
individual or group:

Type of P-1 Document
Requirements

Examples of Documents

Individual athlete 8 CFR 214.2(dU41 Tendered contract with major U.S. league or team;
or athletic team (Li)_ evidence of participation in international competition 

with a national team; evidence of significant 
participation for a U.S. college or university in 
intercollegiate competition; statement from governing 
body of a sport, a recognized authority or member of 
the news media detailing the alien’s or team’s 
international recognition; evidence the alien or team 
has received a significant honor in the sport

Entertainment group 8 CFR 214.2(dU4) Newspaper articles, reviews, etc. showing that the 
group has performed as a featured group in 
productions or events with a distinguished 
reputation; evidence of the group’s international 
recognition and acclaim; evidence of significant
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commercial success such as high box office receipts, 
record sales, etc; evidence of major awards; 
evidence of high salary for performances.

Circus groups 8 CFR 214.2(p)(4)
(ili)(C)_

Evidence the alien is coming to join (perform in) a 
circus which has a national, substantial, sustained 
reputation for excellence.

Essential support 
personnel

8 CFR 214.2(dW4) 
(iv)_

Statement describing the alien’s prior essentiality 
and skills and experience with the principal alien, 
group or team. (The required consultation will 
substantiate or refute claims made in the statement.)

(e) Approval

If the petition appears approvable from the evidence submitted, endorse the approval block and issue 
Form 1-797 (through CLAIMS) showing the period of validity and the alien beneficiary's name and 
classification.

If the petition is approved after the date the petitioner indicated services would begin, the approved 
petition will show a validity period commencing with the date of approval and ending with the date 
requested by the petitioner, not to exceed:

5 years for an individual athlete, or

the period of time determined by the director to be necessary to complete the event or activity 
for a team or entertainment group, but not to exceed one year;

If the petitioner filed Form 1-129 to extend the validity of the original petition in order to continue or 
complete the same activities or events specified in the original petition, an extension of stay may be 
authorized in increments of up to one year. Individual athletes may be extended for five years, not to 
exceed ten years in total.

Any extension of stay or admission may be approved for ten days beyond the petition period.

Note:
The P-4 spouse and/or dependent (unmarried minor children) are entitled to the same period of 

admission and limitations as the principal alien beneficiary. They are not allowed to accept employment 
unless they have been independently granted employment authorization. If the spouse or child is in the
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United States in another nonimmigrant classification, a separate 1-539 application for change of 
status may be filed to request a change of status to P-4. Form 1-539 will also be used if an extension of 
stay is requested based on the principal alien's stay being extended.
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(f) Denial

The petitioner will be notified of a denial on Form 1-797, with attachments as necessary, which will set 
forth the reasons for the denial and the right to appeal the denial. A denied petition is appealable to the 
AAO. The appeal must be filed within 30 days on Form I-290B. There is no appeal from a decision to 
deny an extension of stay to the alien.

Note:
If the adjudicator decides to incorporate into the denial decision a negative advisory opinion 

which USCIS has obtained (separate from one submitted by the petitioner), he or she must 
provide a copy of the advisory opinion to the petitioner as a notice of intent to deny and give the 
petitioner an opportunity for rebuttal.

(g) Substitution of beneficiaries

A petitioner may request a substitution for one or more members of a group on an approved petition. 
Such a request may be by letter to a consular officer or immigration officer at a port of entry. New or 
additional support personnel must be requested through submission of a new petition. See 8 CFR 
214I2(p)(2)(iy).(H)_ .If a group is already in the U. S. performing with approved P-1 classification and 
the group now needs to add or substitute members, the additions or substitutes should be petitioned as 
P-ls. Evidence of the original approval and the required consultation will need to be submitted, but the 
75% rule is not relevant here, nor does documentation relating to the qualifications of the new members 
need to be submitted. This is due to the fact that it is the renown of the group which determines whether 
the new m ember is of P-1 caliber.
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